
 
 

 

 

 

Mylor Parish 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 Wildlife Habitats and 

Biodiversity Assessment 



1 
 

 

Table of Contents 
1 INTRODUCTION ..................................................................................................................................... 2 

2 STATUTORY DESIGNATIONS .................................................................................................................. 3 

2.1 World Heritage Site ....................................................................................................................... 3 

2.2 Sites protected by EU law ............................................................................................................. 3 

2.3 MAP 1 - NATURA 2000 DESIGNATED SITES ................................................................................... 3 

2.4 UK Protected Sites ........................................................................................................................ 4 

2.5 Sites of Special Scientific Interest ................................................................................................. 4 

2.6 Non-statutory designations .......................................................................................................... 4 

2.7 MAP 2 – DESIGNATED AREAS OF CONSERVATION INTEREST ....................................................... 5 

3 LAND COVER AND HABITATS ................................................................................................................ 6 

3.1 Priority Habitat Inventory ............................................................................................................. 6 

3.2 MAP 3 – AREAS OF HABITAT IMPORTANT TO WILDLIFE ............................................................... 7 

3.3 Land Cover and Wildlife ................................................................................................................ 8 

3.4 TABLE A – LAND COVER KEY TO TYPES ......................................................................................... 9 

3.5 MAP 4 – LANDCOVER HABITAT TYPES ........................................................................................ 10 

3.6 Trees and hedgerows .................................................................................................................. 11 

3.7 MAP 5 – PRINCIPAL HEDGEROW STRUCTURE ............................................................................ 12 

3.8 Wildlife Corridors ........................................................................................................................ 13 

3.9 MAP 6 – OBSERVED WILDLIFE CORRIDORS ................................................................................ 13 

4 WILDLIFE INTEREST ASSESSMENT ....................................................................................................... 14 

4.1 MAP 7 – MYLOR BRIDGE WILDLIFE HABITATS ............................................................................ 15 

4.2 MAP 8 - FLUSHING WILDLIFE HABITATS ..................................................................................... 16 

5 CONCLUSION - Wildlife and Development ......................................................................................... 16 

 

  



2 
 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

Mylor Parish provides an area of tranquillity between the urban areas of Truro and Falmouth. 

Steep-sided creeks and wooded valley sides provide sites designated for their international, 

national and local importance for wildlife, geology and habitats. Areas with Statutory 

Designations are protected from development by law and have the highest protection. Land 

with Non-statutory Designations are usually protected by planning laws. Since the declaration 

of a climate emergency by Cornwall Council and Mylor Parish Council new emphasis has been 

placed on the need to preserve the natural environment1 and so development should also be 

avoided in areas of semi-natural habitat in order to preserve the biodiversity of the Parish. 

 

 

Wooded creeks and fields near Mylor Bridge 

 

 
1 Cornwall Council Draft Development Plan Document (Regulation 18 Scoping) March 2020 Chapter 9 – Natural 
Solutions and Chapter 11 Agriculture. 
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2 STATUTORY DESIGNATIONS  

2.1 World Heritage Site 

Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage site – part of this area lies within 

the parish and is covered in the Historic Built Environment Report: Evidence Base Chapter 6. 

2.2 Sites protected by EU law 

Legal protection prevents harm to the biodiversity of especially valuable sites. Some of the 

sites, known as Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for Birds and Special Areas of Conservation 

(SACs), are of European importance. They have been created under the EC Birds Directive and 

Habitats Directive. In the UK they form part of a larger European network called Natura 2000. 

The Natura 2000 adopted sites adjacent to the Mylor Parish are listed below and illustrated in 

MAP 1. 

• Special Protection Area Falmouth Bay to St Austell Bay SPA. Recently designated for 

over wintering diving seabirds.  

• Special Area of Conservation The Fal and Helford SAC. The Fal river to the mouth of 

Penryn, Mylor and Restronguet creeks are designated as being of international 

significance for their mudflats and sandbanks communities. 

2.3 MAP 1 - NATURA 2000 DESIGNATED SITES 

 

 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-162
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-23
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-1373
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-1374
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Within the UK sites that are nationally important for plants, animals or geological or 

physiographical features are protected by law as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and 

Marine Nature Reserves (MNRs). This system provides the underpinning statutory protection 

for all designated sites in Mylor parish. 

2.4 UK Protected Sites 

The UK supports a wide variety of species and habitats, ranging from cold water coral reefs to 

saltmarshes and mountain summits. A key policy tool for conserving them all is the designation 

and management of protected sites - areas of land, inland water and the sea that have special 

legal protection to conserve important habitats and species. 

2.5 Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

The shore between Penarrow point and Trefusis Quay is part of the Lower Fal and Helford SSSI, 

designated for its exposed rocky shore geology, and marine communities. Map 2 shows 

designations and features of conservation interest: 

2.6 Non-statutory designations  

County Wildlife Sites 

Restronguet Creek, Flushing Beach and Devichoys woods are designated as County Wildlife 

sites. These sites have no legal protection but have planning constraints imposed on them as 

they consist of significantly important areas of semi-natural habitat.  

MAP 2 also shows the statutory and non-statutory areas of conservation interest in the parish. 
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2.7 MAP 2 – DESIGNATED AREAS OF CONSERVATION INTEREST 

 

This map can be viewed in full size here 

https://mylorflushingplan.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MAP-2-DESIGNATED-AREAS-OF-CONSERVATION-INTEREST.pdf
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3 LAND COVER AND HABITATS 

3.1 Priority Habitat Inventory  

The original list of UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority habitats was created between 1995 

and 1999, and was revised in 2007, following publication of the Species and Habitats Review 

Report.2  

As a result of devolution, much of the work previously carried out by the UK BAP is now focused 

at a country level and the UK BAP was succeeded by the 'UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework' 

in July 2012. The UK list of priority habitats, contained in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan – 

Priority Habitat Descriptions published in 20083 (and updated in July 2010 and December 2011) 

remains an important reference source and has been used to help draw up statutory lists of 

priority habitats in England, as required under Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural 

Communities (NERC) Act 2006 . 

There are several Priority Habitat areas within the Parish, including Upland Oak Woodland , 

some of which is replanted Ancient Woodland (Kilnquay woods and Devichoys wood), Upland 

Mixed Ash Woodland (Sailors’ Creek, Flushing), Mudflats (Penryn, Restronguet and Mylor 

creeks), and Coastal Saltmarsh (at Perran, and Restronguet Creek). Priority Habitats are of 

national importance.  

Semi-Natural Habitats are of also importance in maintaining biodiversity.  

 

Typical woodland habitat near Mylor Bridge 

 

Map 3 shows areas of habitat important to wildlife. The principle non statutory nature 

conservation areas are shown in dark green, and the semi-natural habitats in light green. 

 
2 Species and Habitats Review Report  
3 'UK Biodiversity Action Plan: Priority Habitat Descriptions'  

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6189
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/section/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/section/41
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/PDF/UKBAP_Species-HabitatsReview-2007.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/PDF/UKBAP_PriorityHabitatDesc-Rev2011.pdf
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3.2 MAP 3 – AREAS OF HABITAT IMPORTANT TO WILDLIFE 

 

This map can be viewed in full size here   

https://mylorflushingplan.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MAP-3-AREAS-OF-HABITAT-IMPORTANT-TO-WILDLIFE.pdf
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3.3 Land Cover and Wildlife 

Areas of unimproved grassland (bordering the Enys estate, and at Trefusis Point) will support a 

rich invertebrate fauna. Wetland areas are scarce in the parish, wet woodland and ponds (near 

Mylor Bridge sewage treatment works) provide important habitat for amphibians; linked to 

Mylor creek and Enys ponds by the Enys brook, as illustrated below: 

 

 

Areas of wetland and ponds associated with the Mylor Creek flood plain 

 

The list of Land Cover Types significant for wildlife habitats is shown in Table A and illustrated 

for the Parish at MAP 4. 
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3.4 TABLE A – LAND COVER KEY TO TYPES 
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3.5 MAP 4 – LANDCOVER HABITAT TYPES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This map can be viewed in full size here 

  

https://mylorflushingplan.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MAP-4-LANDCOVER-HABITAT-TYPES.pdf
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3.6   Trees and hedgerows 

Deciduous woodland on valley sides and lining the creeks down to water level, play an 

important part in defining the special character of the Parish. Tree tunnels formed by roadside 

hedgerow trees form part of the landscape character of the area and provide corridors for 

wildlife. Cornish hedges bordering fields, with associated deciduous trees, link fragmented 

habitats and help give the parish a wooded feel.  

 

 

 

The main structure of hedgerows supporting wildlife is shown in Map 5 below: 
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3.7   MAP 5 – PRINCIPAL HEDGEROW STRUCTURE 

 

This map can be viewed in full size here 

https://mylorflushingplan.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MAP-5-PRINCIPAL-HEDGEROW-STRUCTURE.pdf
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3.8 Wildlife Corridors 

Voluntary field work and assessment in the Parish has identified the most important land cover 

and water courses providing routes for wildlife transiting between natural habitats. These 

corridors are summarised in MAP 6 below: 

3.9  MAP 6 – OBSERVED WILDLIFE CORRIDORS 
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4 WILDLIFE INTEREST ASSESSMENT 

 Further voluntary field work to survey habitats in 2019 is summarised below and in MAPS 8 and 9. 
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4.1 MAP 7 – MYLOR BRIDGE WILDLIFE HABITATS 
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4.2 MAP 8 - FLUSHING WILDLIFE HABITATS 

 

 

5 CONCLUSION - Wildlife and Development  

In view of the new emphasis placed in the importance of environmental preservation as a key 

element of any strategy to mitigate the impact of climate change, and the need for 

developments to meet the 3 principles of sustainability in the National Planning Policy 

Framework, biodiversity habitat features should always be retained and designed into future 

developments in the Parish. 

In the opportunity should be taken at the ‘Design and Access’ stage to engage with the local 

community on options to enhance existing wildlife habitats and improve biodiversity, so as to 

achieve a measurable net biodiversity gain, in particular for those habitats supporting notable 

species. These latter habitats are often fragmented; thus, it is vital that corridors are 

maintained / created that link these sites together, allowing wildlife to move around freely. 

 


