
 MYLOR PARISH COUNCIL  29th October 2020 
In recent weeks an email about affordable housing from Cornwall Council sent to the Parish Council was 
circulated amongst members of the public without the knowledge, approval, or permission of the Parish 
Council.   

It has now been widely distributed, across various platforms, causing consternation and anger amongst 
Mylor residents. Without the appropriate context, incorrect and misleading information has been shared 
which has resulted in a huge misunderstanding on certain matters.  This has been further complicated by 
an open letter from the Mylor NDP Steering Group, posted online, which contains further inaccurate 
information.   

Worryingly this has resulted in very serious unsubstantiated accusations of misconduct, some of which are 
potentially defamatory, being levelled against the Parish Council and all Parish Councillors.   This has called 
the good name of the Parish Council, Parish Councillors, and the Clerk into disrepute.  

In order to correct these serious misunderstandings and allay concerns it is important that we provide the 
facts on these matters: 

1. No decisions have been made by the Parish Council with Cornwall Council, or any other party, about 
any affordable housing development in Mylor Bridge:   

• The email from Cornwall Council was unsolicited and not part of an ongoing discussion with the 
Parish Council about development in Mylor Bridge.   

• The information in the Cornwall Council email is indicative of what Cornwall Council could deliver if 
this was what was needed in the parish. No discussion has taken place with Cornwall Council on 
this subject since the email was received.  

• It is untrue that a minority of Parish Councillors have been working for some time on a plan for 
100% social rented or other homes in Mylor Bridge, with officials of Cornwall Council, a landowner, 
and a Ward Councillor.  This incorrect assertion is damaging to the reputation of all parties 
concerned.   

• The need for affordable homes in Mylor Parish was first discussed in January 2019.  In February 
2019 the Chair of the NDP, having already made contact with various affordable housing groups, 
proposed that the Parish Council form an Affordable Housing Work Party (AHWP). 

• In September 2019 Parish Councillors, and the Ward Councillor, attended a site meeting in Flushing. 
Also present were the landowner and an officer from the Cornwall Council Affordable Homes team.  
After that meeting the landowner offered to show the officer land near Saltbox in Mylor Bridge.  
The Parish Councillors and Ward Member also viewed the land, staying only a short while before 
leaving the landowner and the officer to continue their conversation. The Parish Council did not 
have any further discussions about Saltbox, as a potential site for affordable homes in Mylor 
Bridge, until the extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council on 18 August 2020.   

• A recent land survey carried out by Cornwall Council on the land off Saltbox Close was not initiated 
by the Parish Council or the landowner.  Neither the Parish Council nor the landowner were aware 
that there was any intention to carry out a survey and had no knowledge that it was taking place. 
The Parish Council is following up with Cornwall Council on this. 

• For the sake of clarity, the landowner in question is the same landowner that released the land for 
development of the existing Saltbox Close development and is prepared to release further land for 
the Tregew Meadow extension in Flushing. 



2. The process for any housing development in the parish must go through various formal stages including 
public consultation and planning approval.  The whole process can take some time.  

3. The Parish Council is, and remains, the qualifying body responsible for proposing the Mylor NDP and 
seeing it through to completion.  It is therefore a Parish Council project.  The draft NDP is not being 
ignored and therefore the statement that this could lead to house building being uncontrolled in the 
Parish for years to come is misleading.   

4. The purpose of the Steering Group, comprised of members of the community, is to oversee the 
preparation of the Mylor NDP. In this they are accountable to the Parish Council.  The members must 
abide by the Parish Council Code of Conduct including declarations of interest. These are stated in the 
Steering Groups Terms of Reference. 

5. It is the Parish Council’s strong preference to work with the Steering Group to move the Plan forward.  
This would be based on considering the comments received during the Regulation 14 consultation and 
shaping the Plan to ensure it is reflective of all members of our local community.  It is in all our interests 
to ensure that the Plan is fit for purpose for the whole community, and not just the Steering Group or 
the Parish Council.  This means considering all issues of concern, including those on suggested housing 
sites, be they in favour or against particular sites.  

6. To take the NDP forward the Parish Council has appointed an experienced Consultant, using existing 
budget, to help the Parish Council take the NDP forward to referendum. The Consultant has been 
appointed to provide independent and professional support to help the Parish Council consider the 
Regulation 14 Consultation comments. They will assist us in revising the NDPs content if that is agreed 
to be the most appropriate way forward. 
 

7. For any sites identified in the NDP to be deemed suitable for development they must first be assessed 
for suitability, availability and accessibility. Planning applications for proposals on any piece of land can 
be submitted, by anyone, at any point outside of the NDP process. The planning system is not 
sequential waiting for NDPs to be finished before development is proposed.  The NDP process does not 
place a moratorium on development proposals being made or approved or built.  

8. Some Mylor Bridge residents appear to be under the assumption that Robert Rundle Way is the only 
possible site that could be developed. Hearing that other sites were also being considered has resulted 
in disappointment and anger.   

9. For the NDP to suggest preferred specific sites for development and be considered robust in planning 
terms, these sites would have to demonstrate, through technical work, that they are viable, deliverable 
and feasible and have been compared to all other possible sites in the area on similar terms.  Such 
technical work can help to ground expectations and inform the best and most appropriate strategy for 
housing.  Any preferred sites which feature in the final version of the Plan cannot be based only on 
community, Steering Group or Parish Council views on where best to support housing development.  It 
is also clear that without a majority of community support for a site or sites, the NDP cannot robustly 
identify sites as those which are preferred by the community.  It is important to remember that all 
recent issues raised about housing sites will need to be considered as the NDP is revised following the 
recent Regulation 14 consultation.   

10. It is important to note that the consultation version of the NDP is still in draft form and is not the final 
version. The NDP will have no weight or legal force in the planning system until it has passed the final 
referendum.  We have only just completed the first stage of public consultation and there are still a 
number of formal stages to be completed before it can be submitted to the examiner. At each stage of 
the process the Parish Council has the responsibility to review and update the NDP as appropriate.  The 
final stage is a public referendum.  If it passes the referendum the NDP is then made and becomes law.  
It is important to note that no NDP can take preference over Cornwall Council ‘s Local Plan. 

Having set out these facts, correcting misunderstandings and assumptions, we trust that this will reassure 
concerned Mylor residents.  We hope that others having read this will also desist in writing 
communications that contain unfounded accusations. 



Given the seriousness of some of the accusations made the Parish Council is seeking further expert advice 
as to how we should respond to individual communications. This advice will be used to guide us as to 
appropriate next steps.  

 

If you have any questions please contact the Parish Clerk mylorparishclerk@outlook.com. 
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