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1. WHAT IS A LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT?  

 

Landscape Character Assessment is the process of identifying and analysing variation in the 
character of the landscape. It seeks to explain and identify the unique characteristics that 
make landscapes distinctive and create a sense of place. It does this by mapping and 
describing the variations in physical, natural and cultural attributes and experiential 
characteristics that make one area distinctive from another. Landscape is a result of the 
interaction of the natural, physical components of the environment with the human 
element - historical and cultural land use and interventions 

A Landscape Character Assessment helps us to understand the ability of different 
landscapes to withstand different types of development pressures, and so to inform 
Neighbourhood Plan policies by providing an evidence base to assess the impact of 
development and inform future land management decisions. Any new development should 
be highly sympathetic to the landscape setting, particularly as the whole of Mylor Parish lies 
within the Cornwall AONB (South Coast Central section). 

This Local Landscape Character Assessment provides the background to ensure that 
development management decisions are informed by an understanding of the landscape 
context of any future development site in Mylor Parish.  

 

2. THE LANDSCAPE OF MYLOR PARISH 

 

The parish of Mylor is a rural parish lying mid-way between the city of Truro and Falmouth, 
on a quiet peninsula. The pretty villages of Flushing and Mylor Bridge lie within a landscape 
of small farms and old country estates. Aside from its unspoilt rural location, the river Fal 
and its creeks border the parish and have a profound influence on the character of the 
landscape. 

 

Looking North east from the parish to the Carrick Roads in the Fal Ria 
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The parish is covered by a wide range of landscape and environmental designations. The 
Carclew estate and adjoining northern boundary form part of the Cornwall and West Devon 
Mining Landscape World Heritage site. Carclew is also listed as a Historic Park and garden, 
containing a number of Ancient Trees and remnants of a deer park. The river Fal, which 
borders the parish, is designated a Special Protection Area (SPA) for over wintering diving 
seabirds; and is part of the Fal and Helford Special Area of Conservation (SAC), being of 
international significance for its mudflat and sandbank communities. The shore between 
Penarrow point and Trefusis Quay is part of the Lower Fal and Helford Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI), designated for its exposed rocky shore geology, and marine 
communities. County Wildlife Sites along the northern boundary protect saltmarshes and 
Ancient Woodland. The whole of the Parish lies within the CA13 Fal Ria Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. 

2.1 Map 1 - Environmental Designated Areas 
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2.2 Landscape Description Units 

This Landscape Character Assessment has analysed the differences in topography, soils, 
hydrology, woodland and tree cover, land use and farm type, and settlement pattern to 
divide the landscape in the parish into 5 main areas. These roughly correspond with the 
Landscape Description Units1 available with the Cornwall Council Interactive map2, with the 
addition of the Wet Woodland & Pasture area which relates to the poorly draining soil type 
identified in soils data produced for Defra by Cranfield university.3  

2.3 Map 2 – Landscape Description Units 

 

 

Landscape description units: 

1. Hard rock, ridges & slopes, shallow brown soil, pastures & small farms 
2. Hard rock plateau. Shallow brown soil. Small farms & pastures. 
3. Hard rock cliffs.  
4. Hard rock slopes & sides. Ancient pastoral farmlands. 

 
1 Cornwall and IoS Landscape Description Unit CA 13 Fal Ria 

2https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/?zoomlevel=5&xcoord=178004&ycoord=37059&wsName=ccma
p&layerName=Landscape%20Character%20Areas  

3 http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/  
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The boundaries between zones usually follow a rough contour line, or field boundary such 
as a hedgerow. On the ground the boundary is not always a distinct feature, particularly, for 
example, where plateau blends into steep hillside, thus when considering areas close to a 
boundary, the characteristics of adjacent areas should be considered. 

2.4 Topography and drainage 

The parish is bordered on three sides by a ria (drowned river valley) system, which forms the 
creeks of Penryn, Restronguet and Mylor. The parish is formed from a horseshoe-shaped 
plateau which has become dissected by the creeks which drain into the river Fal and the 
Carrick Roads. The top of the plateau is gently rounded, with steep sides running down to 
the waters’ edge. An area of undulating ridges and slopes in the centre of the plateau drains 
down to an area of springs and streams, forming Enys brook, which drains into Mylor Creek. 
To the north west the parish is bordered by the main road between Truro and Falmouth, 
where springs and streams drain to the river Kennall, and thence to Restronguet Creek. 

The villages of Flushing and Mylor Bridge are positioned alongside Penryn and Mylor creeks, 
whilst Restronguet creek supports only very low-level development on the Mylor Parish 
side, originally associated with the deep-water anchorage and ferry crossing at its entrance. 

 

 

Flushing Village from Falmouth  
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Mylor Bridge Village from the East  

 

2.5 Geology and soils - Overview 

Sedimentary rocks formed in the Devonian period 380-350 million years ago mostly 
characterize the Mylor Parish locality. Apart from exposed rocks along the foreshore, 
geologically speaking there are no obvious rock exposures inland, so observation of local 
rocks of interest is limited. To that extent therefore there are no geological features that 
have been designated by the Cornwall Geoconservation Group as a County Geological Site 
of special interest. However, there is a site of archaeological interest in the Perran foundry 
at the northern edge of the parish. This appears as a designated Mining Heritage Site but is 
not built on or around a specific mine. 

As the parish is not located on or within the metamorphic aureole of any one of the major 
granite intrusions in Cornwall, only small mineral mines were developed and no granite 
quarries, however the historical effects of mine waters and tailings has had a profound 
effect on Restronguet and Mylor creeks. There is also a small potential risk from radon 
exposure due to the presence of granite just outside the very western edge of the parish 
boundary.  

2.6 Bedrock deposits 

Below is an approximate boundary of the parish overlaid onto the British Geological Survey 
map of bedrock deposits. The key to the deposits is given below: 
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Mylor Landscape bedrock deposits 

Pale green ; Mylor slate, Dark green : Porthleven breccia, Orange : Porthscatho formation, 
Purple Gabbro/microgabbro intrusions, Red: Granite, Yellow: metamorphic aureole of the 
granite 

The bedrock is middle to upper Devonian age of between 380-350 million years ago. It is 
overlain by recent superficial deposits of various topsoils and riverine silts derived from the 
rivers that incised the bedrock following sea level falls over the last 120,000 yrs. 

2.7 Bedrock types (lithologies) 

Mylor slate is a purple/green metamorphosed muddy siltstone formed in a deep-sea setting, 
probably on an unstable continental slope. It is interspersed slightly with some sandstones. 
The Portscatho formation is similar to the Mylor slate but is more heavily interspersed with 
sandstone. The Porthleven breccia (a type of broken conglomerate rock) also sandy 
siltstone, is thought to have formed by submarine slumping. This gives rise to the many 
contorted small areas that can be seen along the foreshore. There is some evidence of local 
volcanic activity near to where these siltstones formed as evidenced by the igneous 
gabbroic intrusions sparsely spread across the locality. (Gabbro is generally formed in the 
setting of a mid ocean ridge volcanic region). Occasional veins of quartz are to be found 
interspersed between the beds. The whole area has been heavily folded or deformed, an 
effect caused by a long period of mountain formation to the south, (the Variscan Orogeny) 
that occurred after the mudstones and silts were formed. The metamorphic aureole just to 
the western edge of the parish are slates that have been altered by heat and pressure 
caused by the intrusion of the granite around 290 million years ago. There are no special 
geological formations in the Mylor Parish which would give rise to special conservation or 
study. 
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2.8 Environmental Concerns 

Despite the absence of mines in the parish, the effects of mining activity are clear in the 
several rivers which surround and run through it.  In 1991/2 cessation of treatment and 
pumping of toxic mine tailings from the abandoned Wheal Jane mine to the north west of 
Mylor Parish caused a major pollution incident in the Carnon river, Restronguet creek and 
Fal estuary. Acidic heavy metal contamination was swept downstream in the above-
mentioned rivers that drain the old mining sites. Although the waters were fairly quickly 
cleared by tidal exchange and active management, the heavy metals were quickly deposited 
on the river beds. The principal heavy metals were: As, Cd, Cu, Sn, Zn, and Mn. These toxic 
contaminants initially adversely affected the marine life so, because of the seriousness of 
the incident, careful monitoring and new management of mine water discharges over the 
intervening years has been instituted. Most of the contamination has now been reworked 
into the riverbeds, and it has also been observed that repopulation has occurred by various 
organisms that seem to have developed tolerance to their heavy metal environment. It is 
unlikely that the heavy metal contamination will have any effect on flora and fauna now 
nearly 20 years after the event, but the monitoring continues.  

The very western edge of Mylor Parish is close to the major granite outcrop of Carnmenellis. 
Because of this, there is a slight increase in observed ground radon emissions and in 
groundwater along the western and northern parish boundaries. The National Radiological 
Protection Board monitors these emissions, but parish householders generally appear to be 
at low risk. 

2.9 Soil Types 

The majority of the parish has freely draining, slightly acidic and loamy soil with low fertility. 
This soil type naturally supports neutral and acid pastures and deciduous woodlands.  

Much of the landcover is arable and grassland. Map 3 below summarises the soil types to be 
found in the Parish. Further details of the characteristics of each soil type are shown in the 
Cranfield Soil and Agrifood Institute Soilscapes interactive map4 and summarised in the KEY 
TO SOIL TYPES following Map 3. 

  

 
4 http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/  



10 

 

2.10 Map 3 – Mylor Parish Soilscape 
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KEY TO SOIL TYPES 

Soilscape 17:  
Slowly permeable 
seasonally wet acid 
loamy and clayey soils 

Soilscape 6:  
Freely draining slightly 
acid loamy soils 

Soilscape 13:  
Freely draining acid 
loamy soils over rock 

Soilscape 22:  
Loamy soils with 
naturally high 
groundwater 

    

Texture:  
Loamy and clayey 

Texture:  
Loamy 

Texture:  
Loamy 

Texture:  
Loamy 

Drainage:  
Impeded drainage  

Drains to:  
Stream network 

Drainage:  
Freely draining 

Drains to:  
Local groundwater and 
rivers 

Drainage:  
Freely draining 

Drains to:  
Local groundwater and 
rivers 

Drainage:  
Naturally wet 

Drains to:  
Local shallow groundwater 

Fertility:  
Low 

Fertility:  
Low 

Fertility:  
Low 

Fertility:  
Low 

Habitats:  
Seasonally wet pastures 
and woodlands 

Habitats:  
Neutral and acid pastures 
and deciduous woodlands; 
acid communities such as 
bracken and gorse in the 
uplands 

Habitats:  
Steep acid upland pastures 
dry heath and moor; 
bracken gorse and oak 
woodlands 

Habitats:  
Wet acid meadows and 
woodland 

Landcover:  
Grassland with some 
arable and forestry 

Landcover:  
Arable and grassland 

Landcover:  
Grassland and rough 
grazing 

Landcover:  
Arable grassland and 
woodland 

Carbon:  
Medium 

Carbon:  
Low 

Carbon:  
Medium 

Carbon:  
Low 

Water protection:  
Main risks are associated 
with overland flow from 
compacted or poached 
fields. Organic slurry, dirty 
water, fertiliser, pathogens 
and fine sediment can all 
move in suspension or 
solution with overland flow 
or drain water 

Water protection:  
Groundwater 
contamination with nitrate; 
siltation and nutrient 
enrichment of streams from 
soil erosion on certain of 
these soils 

Water protection:  
Some risk of soil erosion 
during reseeding of fields 
and from unmetalled roads 
accessing higher land and 
scaring by sheep on very 
steep banks 

Water protection:  
Soils are mostly drained. 
Shallow groundwater and 
marginal ditches to most 
fields mean that the water 
resource is vulnerable to 
pollution from nutrients, 
pesticides and wastes 
applied to the land 

General cropping:  
Mostly suited to grass 
production for dairying or 
beef; some cereal 
production often for feed. 
Timeliness of stocking and 
fieldwork is important, and 
wet ground conditions 
should be avoided at the 
beginning and end of the 
growing season to prevent 
damage to soil structure. 
Land is tile drained and 
periodic subsoiling will 
assist drainage 

General cropping:  
Suitable for range of spring 
and autumn sown crops; 
under grass the soils have 
a long grazing season. 
Free drainage reduces the 
risk of soil damage from 
grazing animals or farm 
machinery. Shortage of soil 
moisture most likely limiting 
factor on yields, particularly 
where stony or shallow 

General cropping:  
Land mostly steeply 
sloping and with restricted 
mechanised access; suited 
to grassland with potential 
for year-round grazing 

General cropping:  
Most land is used for 
arable and root cropping, 
but this is replaced by 
grass where soils are 
excessively stony or too 
wet. Although subject to 
groundwater inundation in 
the subsoil, these soils can 
be droughty in the summer 
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3. HISTORIC AND CULTURAL INFLUENCES 

 

The position off Flushing, Mylor Churchtown and Mylor Bridge in relation to their rivers and 
creeks has been the major influence in determining their history. Mylor Churchtown and 
Flushing lie within navigable stretches of the Fal and Penryn rivers. Mylor Churchtown was 
naval dockyard in the 19th century  and later the home of HMS Ganges, a training ship. The 
developed harbour  and now supports a thriving marina with shore facilities. The harbour 
was once the most westerly naval dockyard and victualing station in Britain. During World 
War ll the harbour was a base for operations by US Allies and some conducted by the French 
resistance.  

Many of the beautiful historic old houses of Flushing were commissioned by Packet ship 
captains, engaged by the Packet service operating out of Falmouth. Mylor Bridge lies at the 
head of Mylor Creek, with old quays and slipways showing evidence of a past culture linked 
with the sea. Boatyards at Mylor Bridge and Flushing follow a tradition reaching back 
centuries. 

Inland the topography and mild climate historically encouraged the creation of the country 
estates of Trefusis, Carclew and Enys. Some of the earliest introduction of non-native trees 
and other flora were planted in the landscape. Landscape features, such as stands of 
Monterey Pine were originally planted in this period. 

Trefusis House was used as a Military hospital during WWI. 

Restronguet/Devoran creek has been associated with tin mining and lies within the Cornish 
Mining World Heritage site. The Lemon family of Carclew estate made their fortune from 
mining 

The gently sloping ridges and plateaus of the Parish support small farms. Many of the fields 
remain small, with boundaries linking back to the Enclosures Act in the 1700s. New roads 
intersect the old landscape, linking to main roads at Perranarworthal and Penryn.  

3.1 Cultural associations 

Trefusis house played host to several famous artisans: Henry Williamson convalesced at 
Trefusis when it was a military hospital in WW1. Beckford and Byron visited - as did James 
Boswell but he found it closed. JWM Turner sketched from Dead Man’s beach between 
Little Falmouth and Sailor’s (Selly’s) creek. Mylor harbour and yacht club are regularly used 
as sets for the filming of a German TV series based on Rosamunde Pilcher novels. Parts of 
the recent Poldark TV series were filmed in the river Fal and associated area. 

3.2 Transport Corridors 

The parish is accessed by road from the A39 at Perranarworthal, and the B3292 at Penryn. 
Entering the parish from Perranarworthal has a rural feel, with tree tunnels meeting across 
the steep, narrow roads, and few houses visible in the wooded landscape. From the B3292 
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the main access road winds past the outskirts of Penryn before entering rural countryside. 
Both Flushing and Mylor Bridge suffer from traffic congestion. Flushing’s narrow, dead-end, 
streets have difficulty coping with the high volume of vehicles, particularly in the summer 
months when tourists visit the village. The main narrow village street through the centre of 
Mylor Bridge regularly becomes congested, almost gridlocked. Large vehicles transporting 
boats to Mylor Harbour have no easy road route. Except for relatively small craft, boats are 
now delivered by water from Falmouth or Penryn, some companies refusing to provide 
transport beyond Penryn due to the damage caused by overhanging tress and traffic 
congestion. 

A regular ferry service links Flushing with Falmouth town centre. Visitors arriving from 
Falmouth disembark at the historic Flushing quayside, in the old centre of the village. A 
water taxi service is available between Falmouth, Flushing and Mylor Harbour. A regular bus 
service connects Mylor Bridge and Flushing to Falmouth town. 

 

4. LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT PRESSURES  

 

4.1 Development Pressures 

Mylor Parish, particularly Flushing and Mylor Bridge, is currently facing pressure for 
residential expansion due to the popularity of the parish for retirees. It already has an 
ageing population profile, but more affordable housing is required in the villages. Meeting 
this need will ensure the working population is able to live close by, that young families are 
able to stay, and that larger houses can be made available as elderly residents have options 
for downsizing.  

Boat building and other local small industries are thriving and may need space to expand. 
The sites of the local primary schools at Flushing and Mylor Bridge are at capacity and both 
adopt a campus approach to the provision of space, using other facilities in the villages. New 
houses for young families would put additional pressure on these arrangements. Housing 
development would need to be carefully sited to avoid further pressure on the transport 
infrastructure. 

With Cornwall Council’s declaration of a climate change emergency, there is pressure to 
provide sources of renewable energy within the parish - such as wind turbines and solar 
farms. 

There may be ongoing adverse impacts on agricultural landscapes due to unpredictable 
changes to agri-environment support schemes and fluctuations relating to world food 
production. There may conversely also be opportunities to restore character through policy 
change. The changing climate also presents an unpredictable future for farming practice and 
land use. Forces for change include further amalgamation of fields and farms; loss of Cornish 
hedges through lack of management and enlargement of fields, land used for renewable 
energy or growth of biomass, and diversification schemes which have an impact on 
character.  
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The lack of remaining infill sites in the villages means that expansion into surrounding 
countryside is likely. But the social benefit must not come at a cost to the rural and historic 
character of the parish. The role the parish plays in Cornwall’s overall tourist offering is to 
be an unspoilt and tranquil landscape with iconic views and good water access for marine 
leisure pursuits. Thus, tourism plays an important part in the economy of the parish, with 
the seascape, rural small farms, and wooded landscape being of particular importance. 

 

4.2 Forces for Change in The Landscape 

• Loss of hedgerow elms to Dutch elm disease in the 1970s, impacting on habitat 
connectivity and landscape character. Areas of semi-natural habitat have become 
more fragmented and rely on hedgerow corridors.  

• Replacement dwellings on the river frontages of the Penryn river and Mylor and 
Restronguet creeks have had ‘adverse visual and character impact due to increase of 
scale, poor design and inappropriate use of non-vernacular materials.5  

• Loss of native deciduous woodlands due to disease, lack of management and habitat 
fragmented. 

• Future climate change effects such as rising sea levels could cause flooding in Mylor 
Bridge and Flushing, and erode shorelines. 

• Increased car traffic and larger cars causing congestion in villages. 

• Poorly designed street lighting in new developments leading to loss of dark night 
skies. 

• Changes in agricultural subsidies leading to alterations in farm practices. 

• The need to plant new species of crops, trees etc to compensate for predicted 
climate change. 

• Derelict, abandoned, pleasure craft in creeks- unlike wooden boats, modern craft 
will not break down and decay, becoming a permanent eyesore and potential 
pollution risk. 

 
  

 
5 Cornwall AONB management plan 2016-2021 
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5. AREAS OF HIGH LANDSCAPE VALUE 

Within the parish some landscape areas are of particular importance. Based on the 
Landscape Character Assessment for Mylor Parish, consultation with parishioners and the 
values for Overall Sensitivity and Local Values, areas of High Landscape Value have been 
identified around the edge of the two main villages of Mylor Bridge and Flushing, as shown 
below: 

5.1 Map 6 -  Areas of High Landscape Value (AHLV) 

 

 

5.2 AHLV 1 Creekside fields, linear woodlands 

The iconic views along Mylor Creek were rated highly by parishioners (individual interviews). 
The lack of development lends an idyllic, rural, atmosphere. Trees fringing the creek provide 
screening for wildlife in the creek from the busy creekside path. Resident herons and egrets 
are commonly sighted, with occasional glimpse of a kingfisher. Access to the fields above 
the creekside path allow stunning views. Remnants of an old quarry are visible part way 
along the creek - now providing a sheltered woodland fringe habitat for butterflies and 
other invertebrates. 
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5.3 AHLV2 Linear woodlands and fields 

Although the side of the creek is developed, the presence of trees and woodland give a 
wooded feel to the creek. The trees help to muffle noise and provide a sheltered habitat. 
Trees along Church Road are protected under Tree Preservation Orders.  

5.4 AHLV3 Old field patterns, viewpoints, military road 

The plateau above Mylor Bridge is highly visible from all areas of the village. The trees 
forming Mylor Clump are clearly visible on the horizon, blending with the mature trees 
bordering the adjacent hilltop road. This road was used to carry troops and equipment 
down to Restronguet Beach as a precursor of the D-Day landings. Some of the tiny fields 
bordering the road show historic field patterns. 

The high visibility and historic features of this area merits special protection. 

5.5 AHLV4 Riverside fields and woodland 

The fields bordering the water form part of the iconic views visible from Penryn, Falmouth 
and the Roseland Peninsula, and play an important part in the Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty designation. There are few houses visible outside of the settlement of Flushing, 
giving a rural feel.  

5.6 AHLV5 Historic quayside and quays 

The quayside and quays at Flushing are of high historic importance, and form part of the 
iconic views seen across the water from Falmouth.  
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6. ICONIC VIEWS 

 

In field work and in consultation with the community,6 certain iconic views of the creeks and 
hillsides well known and appreciated as integral to the quality of life living in on near 
flushing and Mylor Bridge are shown in brown in the maps below:  

6.1 Map 7 - Unspoilt iconic views – Flushing 

 

 

 
6 Evidence Base Consultation Statement – Housing Sites Survey Analysis  
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View from Falmouth towards Flushing 

 

View from Falmouth to Trefusis Point 
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6.2 Map 8 - Unspoilt iconic views: Mylor Bridge 

 

 

 

Penryn river SW towards Dark Lane 
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7. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS 

 

Mylor Parish lies within the AONB Landscape Character Area CA 13: Fal Ria, as shown in 
BLUE on Map 4 below. A more detailed description of the characteristics of the Fal Ria is 
shown in Appendix B – Landscape Visual Impact Assessment. 

7.1 Map 4 - Landscape Character Area CA 13  

 

 

Mylor creek from 6 Turnings 
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The CA13 Landscape Character Area has been divided into five Landscape Character Types 
shown at Map 5 below, based on: 

• Cornwall County Council Landscape Description Units 

• Geology and soils maps. 

•  Topography displayed on the interactive map at Magic.gov.uk.  

•  Field work by NDP Environment Group volunteers and local knowledge. 

 

7.2 Map 5 - Mylor Parish Landscape Character Types 
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8. ASSESSMENT OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPES 

 

8.1 Landscape Character  Type 1: Steep-Sided River Valleys, Arable and 
Pasture 

Key landscape characteristics 

• Steep hillsides running down to the water’s edge from hilltop plateaus. 

• Small to medium sized fields, mainly grassland with some arable. 

• Localised patches of gorse and fern, scattered trees. 

• Fringed on creek sides by linear woodland and overgrown hedges (mainly upland 
oak). 

• Fields bounded by Cornish hedges, hedgerows and occasional mature native trees. 

• Shallow coastal cliffs. 

• Hillsides interspersed with narrow, wooded, gorges.  

  

Geology and soils 

Mainly freely draining, acid loamy soils over rock associated with the Mylor slate formation. 
Between Trefusis Point and Penarrow point, underlying rock is part of the Portscatho 
Formation. The soils have poor fertility. 

Topography and drainage 

Steep hillsides forming part of the Fal Ria system (flooded river system), free draining into 
the creeks and river Fal. 

Biodiversity 

Much of the grassland is improved, thus supporting a limited range of species. Some of the 
fields between Trefusis Point and Penarrow Point, and along Mylor Creek, could be defined 
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as improved becoming semi-improved. These fields have a reasonable diversity of flora, and 
associated invertebrates such as Lepidoptera. Patches of scrub and gorse increase the 
habitat diversity. Linear woodland and overgrown hedges lining the creeks provide 
screening for waterfowl from walkers. Heron and Egret perch on the lower branches whilst 
looking for prey in the river. They have set territories along the banks.  

 

  

 

Land cover 

Most of the land cover is farmland and estate land, primarily improved grassland and arable. 
The boundaries take the form of Cornish hedges, which often follow contour lines. 

Land use 

Land use is mainly pastoral farmland. Settlements include Flushing village, and hamlets 
along Restronguet creek. The harbour at Mylor has a high level of recreational use, together 
with a small fishing fleet - Oyster boats and small inshore fishing vessels. Penryn river, Mylor 
Creek and Restronguet Creek provide moorings for recreational use.  
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Old Admiralty Quay and Mylor  Yacht Harbour 

 

Historic landscape 

Trefusis and Carclew estates both have land within this character area. Old port and quays, 
such as those found at Greatwood, Mylor and Flushing, are characteristic of this area.  

 

   

Old houses have been built in sheltered locations; Trevissome House and Greatwood House 
are tucked into the hillside, surrounded by woodland. 

 

Field pattern 

The smaller fields, such as those found alongside Restronguet Creek, are predominately 
Ancient Enclosed land, reaching back to the 1700s. The larger fields abutting Mylor Creek 
and Trefusis Point are more recent, with straighter boundaries; mainly grazed by cattle. 
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View looking west to Mylor Downs 

 

 

Overgrown old stone quarries hidden in undergrowth along the creeks 
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Settlement pattern 

Settlement pattern 

Flushing lies at the head of the historically navigable portions of the Penryn rivers. Mylor 
harbour can be accessed by a deep-water channel from the river Fal.  

Small hamlets such as that by the Pandora Inn often follow gorges in the hillside which 
enable access. 

 

 

Flushing lies on the navigable Penryn river 

 

 

Mylor Harbour can be accessed via a dredged channel from the Carrick Roads  Photo: Rightmove 
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Mylor Bridge is accessible from the river Fal only at high tide 

Transport pattern 

There are few roads accessing this character area, and limited access by boat. The river 
historically would have been the main transport highway. The coastline from Trevissome to 
Restronguet Passage is accessible by well- marked public footpaths, with high footfall. 
Generally, the paths are in good condition, although very muddy where springs cross. Some 
of the fields along Mylor Creek have Open Access under Countryside Agreements. 

There are regular buses from Flushing to Mylor Bridge and Falmouth. Flushing can also be 
accessed by ferry from Falmouth. 

Tranquillity 

This Area provides some of the best walking in the parish, away from busy roads. The 
inaccessibility of many of the fields provides a haven for wildlife. Flushing and Mylor 
harbour are tourist hotspots, with associated traffic and congestion. 

Aesthetic and visual 

This area forms much of the seascape of the parish. There are stunning views along the 
creeks, and out towards the Carrick Roads and beyond. Particular viewpoints include the 
quay and playing field at Mylor Bridge, the quays at Flushing, and Greatwood quay opposite 
Mylor harbour. 
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Mylor Creek towards looking east towards Mylor Bridge at low tide 

 

The views across the water change constantly with movements of the tide exposing banks 
and ridges. The smell of the river when the mud is uncovered is loved by some and loathed 
by others. Reflection of light on the water increases the awareness of the river and contrasts 
with the surrounding landscape. Along the open coast at Penarrow Point the open nature of 
the hillside is exposed to the full force of the elements. Along the Mylor Creek the fields can 
be sheltered from the wind, and the landscape has an intimate feel. The houses across the 
creek feel in touching distance. 

Pressures 

• Increased footfall along the creekside paths. 

• Inappropriate development on the very visible valley sides. 

• Loss of creekside trees due to age, disease, and poor maintenance. 

• Increase in field size to accommodate modern machinery. 

• Soil erosion due to changing from pasture to arable (or development)- this can lead 
to adverse effects on the Fal SAC (Special Area of Conservation) due to the presence 
of silt in the water. 

 

Overall sensitivity High 

Local Value  High 
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8.2 Landscape Character Type 2: Steep-Sided River Valleys, Woodland 

Key Landscape Characteristics 

• Woodlands on steep gorges (such as Halwyn and Carclew) and steep slopes 
(Devichoys) running down to the water’s edge. 

• Native tree species, mainly Upland Oak woodland. 

• Gorges dissecting the steep-sided river valleys. 

• Woodlands bordered by Cornish hedges and banks. 

 

 

Creekside woodland and fields 

  

 

 

Geology & Soils 

Mainly freely draining, acid loamy soils over rock associated with the Mylor slate formation. 
Between Trefusis Point and Penarrow point, underlying rock is part of the Portscatho 
Formation. The soils have poor fertility. 

Centuries of leaf loam in many of the woodlands, particularly Devichoys wood (re-planted 
ancient woodland) has potentially enriched the soil. 

Topography & Drainage 

This character area is defined by the steep-sided gorges running down to water level. 
Woodlands act as a sponge for rainwater, with excess water running down paths and tracks 
to the creeks and river. 
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Biodiversity 

Devichoys (a County Wildlife Site) and Kilnquay woods have had continuous woodland on 
site for over three centuries (re-planted ancient woodland). These areas have high 
biodiversity and are particularly important fragments of much larger wooded areas. Patches 
of woodland associated with the Carclew estate are likely to contain some non-native 
species amongst the predominately native conifers and broadleaves. 

The woodland in this character area provides important habitat, feeding and shelter for 
many bird and invertebrate species. Old hedge banks bordering the woodland support 
unusual fungi, such as the Orange Ping Pong Bat fungus which is becoming more common in 
the parish due to climate change. 

 

Orange Ping Pong Bat fungus 

The fragmented woodlands are linked by hedges and roadside trees forming corridors for 
wildlife to move through. 

Land Cover 

The land cover is predominantly Upland Oak woodland. 

Land Use 

Due to the terrain, these areas of woodland have remained as relics of larger woodlands. 
Some of the woodlands are managed by the Cornwall Wildlife Trust (Devichoys) and the 
Trefusis estate. Traditionally woodlands are sources of timber, fencing and firewood. 

Field pattern 

The woodlands follow the contours of the gorges, giving way to cultivated arable and 
pasture where the terrain becomes less steep and thus accessible to farm machinery. Field 
boundaries often follow along the edge of the wooded area. Some old boundaries can be 
seen within Devichoys wood. 
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Historic Landscape 

These wooded areas play an important part in the historic landscape, having often been in 
situ for centuries, providing timber for local industries such as shipbuilding. The country 
estates also maintained woodland  to support deer hunting.  

Settlement pattern 

The topography of this Character Area has prevented much settlement. A few hamlets lie 
within wooded gorges, where tracks and roads have been built down to the water’s edge to 
access quaysides and beaches (e.g. Restronguet Weir) 

Transport Pattern 

Most of this Character Area lies on inaccessible private land. Devichoys wood can be 
accessed from close to the A39 at Perranarworthal and has a roadside parking layby. Well 
maintained footpaths through the wood allow access. Parts of the walk along the footpaths 
from Penryn to Restronguet Creek feature in nationally available guidebooks. 

Tranquillity 

The inaccessibility of this area allows the woodlands to be tranquil and undisturbed. 
Unfortunately, Devichoys wood suffers from continual and intrusive noise from traffic on 
the A 39 in the valley below. 

Aesthetic & Visual 

Woodland plays an important part in the character of Mylor parish. Approaching from the 
A39 the roads run adjacent to the woodland at Devichoys, with tree tunnels meeting across 
the road. Hedgerow trees and overgrown hedges link visually to the patches of woodland, 
giving a wooded feel to the parish. 

Around the fringes of the rivers and creeks the woodland gorges dissect the landscape, 
adding variation and colour. The autumn leaves collect in drifts and float down the creeks in 
islands of colour. 

Woodland bird species dominate the dawn chorus, bird song echoing around adjacent 
beaches and hillside. 

Pressures 

• Loss of woodland through lack of management. 

• Loss of woodland trees through new diseases associated with climate change. 

• Reduction in tranquillity due to inappropriate adjacent development. 

• Loss of woodland for infrastructure improvement. 

Overall sensitivity High 

Local Value  High  
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8.3 Landscape Character Type 3: Rounded Plateaus, Arable & Pasture 

Key Landscape Characteristics 

• Rounded hill tops. 

• Small to medium sized fields, arable and pasture, bordered by Cornish hedges. 

• Few dwellings, linear positioning along roads. 

• Occasional skyline copses, strong landscape features- often with Monterey Pine. 

• Hedgerow trees on skyline giving an open wooded feel. 

 

  

Copse near Trefusis Point 

Geology & Soils 

The plateaus consist of rocks of the Mylor Slate Formation, with Porthleven Breccia Member 
lying in a band between the creeks. The overlying soil is free draining, slightly acid loam, 
with poor fertility. 

Towards Carclew there is an area of clayey loamy soil, which is seasonably wet and slow 
draining. This area has been partially planted with woodland. 

Topography and Drainage 

The landscape is dominated by the Fal Ria - the horseshoe-shaped plateau has become 
dissected by small creeks, resulting in rounded hill tops blending in to steep-sided river 
valleys. There is little clear definition between where the almost flat Plateau LCA stops and 
the Steep River Valley LCA starts. Contour lines have been used as an indicator, with some 
hedge lines and tracks following obvious contours. Sight lines from hill tops have been used 
to guide the LCA boundary. 
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The plateau areas drain down the Steep-sided River Valleys into the creeks and river. 
Around Mylor Bridge the Plateau also drains down into the Undulating Ridges and Slopes 
LCA, with underground springs arising to form Enys Brook, in an area of wet woodland and 
meadow. 

Biodiversity 

The open fields of the plateau are exposed to the elements. Some shelter is provided by the 
overgrown hedges and copses, which also provide corridors for wildlife to move between 
fragmented habitats. Waders, ducks and geese fly between the creeks, often following tree 
corridors. Bats in particular rely on the tree cover to move from roosting to foraging sites. 
Lack of houses on the plateau, and lack of street lighting along many of the roads, provides 
the dark night conditions that bats prefer. 

Generally, the fields are of improved grassland or arable. A few of the smaller fields to the 
north of Mylor Bridge have reasonable floral diversity and could be defined as improved 
moving towards semi-improved grassland. These small fields, surrounded by overgrown 
hedges that have become linear patches of trees, are very sheltered and thus important for 
invertebrates. The arable fields provide foraging opportunities for birds, with shelter 
available in adjacent boundary hedges and copses. Roe deer rest up during the day in the 
copses and overgrown hedges, emerging at dusk to graze in the fields. 

Some of the roadside verges support good diversity of wildflowers, with orchids (Early 
purple) in good numbers in the spring. The broad verges opposite Carclew Lodge are a good 
example. 

 

Tree tunnels and Verges near Carclew Lodge 
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Land Cover 

The plateau areas are mainly farmed, with both arable and grassland. Some woodland 
exists, such as the mature copse at Mylor Clump, and the modern plantations near Bosinver 
and Trefusis. Rhododendrons line roads along the edge of the Carclew estate, remnants of 
old estate plantings.  

Land Use 

The land is primarily farmland. There are camping facilities at Tregunwith, catering for both 
tents and caravans. There is small scale flower farming near Mylor Bridge, together with 
planted Eucalyptus - either for the floristry trade or biomass.  

Field Pattern 

The fields are small to medium scale in size, the largest fields being around the Carclew 
estate where field boundaries have been removed to create larger fields. The small, 
irregular, fields such as those to the north of Mylor Bridge and in the Trelew area, are 
centuries old - probably a result of land being enclosed after the Enclosure Act of the 1700s. 
Generally, the fields are bordered by Cornish hedges. 

Historic Landscape 

Tumuli in fields near Devichoys Barton give evidence of pre-historic settlement in the area. 
In the 1700s several estates were established. The historic estate of Carclew lies within a 
bowl in the plateau area. The Trefusis estate is centred around Trefusis House, to the west 
of Flushing, in a slight dip in the plateau. 

More recent additions to the landscape are linked to the first and second World Wars, for 
example pill boxes, and the Ukrainian memorial near Mylor Clump. 

 

Ukrainian War memorial 
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Settlement Pattern 

Both Trefusis House and Carclew House had some protection from the elements in the form 
of tree plantings, and their position in the landscape. On the edge of the Carclew Estate, 
houses follow a linear position along the road from the Lodge. Other hamlets have 
developed around farms, such as at Restronguet Barton; presumably originally to 
accommodate farm workers. 

Transport Pattern 

Roads along the centre of the plateau connect outlying farms to the villages and the church 
at Mylor Churchtown. A few footpaths cut across the plateaus, connecting settlements with 
accessible shores of the Fal and Creeks. Some of these paths, such as the one from Mylor 
Bridge to Restronguet Barton, are historic rights of way, with sunken tracks bordered by 
high banks topped by overgrown hedges. The paths are generally well signposted and in 
good condition. 

Tranquillity 

The roads through the plateau tend to be busy, linking the villages of Flushing and Mylor 
Bridge to the main roads at Penryn and Perranarworthal. The busy working harbour at 
Mylor Churchtown results in large transport vehicles passing through the lanes. Away from 
the roads the plateau is tranquil, with peaceful footpaths criss-crossing from the roads to 
the creeks 

Aesthetic and Visual 

The plateau frames the landscape of the parish, providing spectacular viewpoints, for 
example from the lanes around Trelew. The changing colours of the farmed fields over the 
year form a patchwork quilt, contrasting with the darker greens of the Cornish hedges. The 
plateau supports skyline trees and hedges creating familiar and loved landscape features. 

Pressures 

• Skyline development.  

• Increased scale of farm outbuildings. 

• Loss of tranquillity due to increased traffic. 

• Loss of skyline trees, copses and Monterey Pines. 

• Increase in field size. 

• Mobile phone and television masts. 

Overall sensitivity High 

Local Value  High 
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8.4 Landscape Character Type 4: Undulating Ridges & Slopes 

Key Landscape Characteristics 

• Gently undulating ridges and slopes, sheltered, with an intimate character. 

• Fields bordered by Cornish hedges, with extensive tree cover on these boundaries 
giving a wooded feel to the landscape.  

• Trees lining the roads, often forming tunnels. 

• Nucleated settlement at Mylor Bridge, surrounded by scattered large houses and 
small farms. 

 

 

Typical hedgerows and small fields 

 

Mylor Clump (horizon right) 

Geology & soils 

The soils are loamy, generally free draining, slightly acid soils; mainly overlying Mylor Slate 
Formation. The soils have low fertility. Topography & Drainage Gently sloping ground 
forming the slopes and ridges drain down to the creeks. Springs surface at Enys Brook and 
near Woodlands and flow overground through Mylor Bridge into Mylor Creek. 

Wells are common in the gardens of houses close to Mylor Creek (such as Pillars Rd and 
Saltbox road), with visibly running water. 

Biodiversity 

The tree-lined roads and hedges provide important wildlife corridors linking fragmented 
semi-natural habitat and feeding grounds for birds and bats. The tree-lined small fields are 
sheltered from the wind, providing banks and hedges attractive to invertebrates. Overall, 
the patchwork of arable, pasture, hedges and linear woodland provide a good range of 
structural diversity; within an area sheltered from the prevailing winds. 
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Land Cover 

The land is a mixture of farmland together with the built environment of Mylor Bridge.  

Land Use 

The area adjacent to Mylor Bridge has several large, detached, houses with their own fields 
and grounds. These are interspersed with arable and pasture fields, several grazed by 
horses. A moderate sized livery stable is present at Landerio . 

Field pattern 

Many of the field near Angarrick may pre-date the 1700s Enclosure Act, with small field size 
and irregular shape. In other areas, such as to the east of Mylor Bridge, field boundaries 
have been removed to create larger fields more suited to modern farm machinery. Near 
Bagatelle, south west of Mylor Bridge, the field boundaries are at right angles to the track, 
with square field shapes, suggesting more recent boundaries.  

Historic landscape 

There is a nucleated settlement of Mylor Bridge at the head of Mylor Creek which is 
navigable at high tides. Historic quays and slipways link to the still-thriving marine industry 
of the village while the historic centre of the village has links with both marine trade and 
farming. 

Settlement pattern 

The main settlement in this Character Area is that of Mylor Bridge which grew up alongside 
the bridge over the Enys brook on one of the roads between Falmouth and Truro.  

Elsewhere large, detached, houses have been built along the access roads, forming ‘mini 
estates’ and splitting up the farmland. 

Transport Pattern 

Mylor Bridge sits at the heart of this area, with the bridge over Mylor Creek creating a hub 
with roads radiating out through the village, linking towards Flushing, Perranworthal and 
Penryn. Large vehicles travelling to Mylor Harbour often travel through the village, passing 
under the roadside trees with difficulty. The centre of Mylor Bridge often becomes 
congested, due to the narrow roads, roadside parking and volume of traffic. Lack of 
pavements in places makes it hazardous for pedestrians, particularly children heading for 
the Ord Statter playground. There are few footpaths within the village of Mylor Bridge.  

Tranquillity 

Mylor Bridge is a thriving village, with a population mainly over retirement age. There is a 
gently bustling feel to the village, reflecting the tranquillity of the surrounding countryside. 
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Aesthetic & Visual 

A sheltered landscape, clustered around the head of Mylor creek. Stunning vistas along the 
creek can be seen from the Ord Statter playing field and the quay by the old Post Office.  

North of the bridge the village conservation area is well maintained, with newer houses built 
in scale with the older residences. Along the creekside the houses are a mixture of old and 
modern architecture set in spacious gardens adding to the tranquil feeling around the creek. 
Small developments around the north of the village have a higher intensity of buildings but 
have often retained mature trees and hedges. Use of local materials is reflected in the older 
buildings, namely granite and slate, to a lesser extent in the more recent houses.  

 

 

Village conservation areas 

   

Eco-houses have been built along the creek and in Broads Lane, their green roofs blending 
into the landscape and providing habitat for wildlife. 

South of the bridge the houses have larger plots, lending to a less developed feel, with a 
greater retention of trees. Occasional Monterey Pines form striking landscape features, 
most specimen are now very mature and there is no evidence of underplanting. 

Looking across the landscape there is a feeling of rural tranquillity and scale. 

Pressures 

• Larger vehicles on the roads leading to damage to trees and traffic congestion. 

• New, bright white, LED street lighting causing loss of dark sky and potentially 
disrupting wildlife and human cycles. 

• Loss of landscape trees due to old age and over-zealous health & safety. 



39 

 

• New houses out of scale with nearby houses (too large). 

• Excessive new housing development increasing the footprint of Mylor Bridge, with a 
loss of tranquillity, more traffic issues, pressure on existing schools and healthcare, 
and increased risk of flash flooding from rain run-off. 

• New housing in large gardens outside the existing village envelope causing loss of 
garden habitat and visual and aesthetic changes to the area. 

• Changes in farming practices potentially increasing nutrient run-off into the creeks 
(this is designated a nitrate sensitive area). 

 

Overall Sensitivity High 

Local Value  Medium 

 

8.5 Landscape Character Type 5: Wet Woodland & Pasture 

Key Landscape Characteristics 

• Semi-natural woodland and conifer plantation interspersed with poorly drained 
grassland. 

• Shady, damp, lanes lined by deep ditches. 

• Shady springs draining into Mylor creek. 

 

  

Ditches and streams 
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Geology and soils 

The soils are poor draining, seasonally flooded, low with a permanently high-water table. 
The underlying rock is part of the Mylor Slate Formation. 

Topography and drainage 

The low-lying land is damp all year, becoming seasonably wet in the winter months. On the 
edge of the Enys estate springs form above ground (Enys Brook), draining into Mylor creek 
at the bridge.  

Biodiversity 

The damp atmosphere encourages growth of mosses and ferns along the shady Cornish 
hedges. Conifer plantations adjoining the Enys estate contain rotting stumps from old trees, 
which support a reasonable diversity of fungi, including the Orange Ping Pong Bat fungus (a 
species becoming more common in the area as a result of global warming). Scattered old 
oak trees and willow carr in the damp pasture support invertebrates, providing foraging for 
birds. Ponds near Rekedjack Cottages add to the habitat diversity of the area; with deep, 
damp, ditches along tracks providing good habitat for mosses, ferns and liverworts. 

The patchwork of wet pasture and woodland provides a good habitat diversity, with ditches 
providing corridors between the springs and wet areas. Wet woodland is a priority habitat 
nationally and should be protected and enhanced. 

Land cover 

Oak woodland, with willow understorey, dominates this area, interspersed with wet 
pasture. Willow carr has encroached areas of the pasture, spreading out from woodland and 
hedgerow. Areas of Woodrush form in the wetter areas of pasture. 

 

Oak woodland  
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Land use 

The woodland shows little sign of management, with the exception of the plantations along 
the edge of the Enys estate, where thinning and re-planting (mainly conifer) has taken place. 
Some of the newer conifer plantations appear to have previously been pasture / arable 
land. The wet pasture is grazed, with the smaller paddocks being used for horses and 
ponies. The ponds have been previously stocked with fish and made available for angling.  

Field Pattern 

The woodland partitions are marked by Cornish hedges, with drainage ditches. The fields 
are generally small and rectangular, often at right angles to tracks and lanes, suggesting that 
current Rights of Way follow historic pathways 

Historic Landscape 

Much of the woodland lies adjacent to the Enys estate, close to a series of old watermill 
wheels which lie at the head of the Enys Brook. There is evidence of past coppicing, 
particularly along the field boundaries. 

Settlement and Transport patterns. 

The few dwellings in this area are widely dispersed and accessed by unmade tracks. The 
road follows the line of Enys Brook. Rights of Way through the land bordering the Enys 
estate are popular with walkers. Permissive footpaths link to the town of Penryn, although 
signage is scant. The footpaths and bridleways often follow ancient tracks, with sunken 
paths bordered by Cornish hedge and mature trees.  

Tranquillity 

The southerly road from Carclew Lodge to Mylor Bridge is relatively busy, being one of two 
main access routes to the village. Once away from the road, the tracks and footpaths are 
very tranquil, with the trees providing shelter from wind and rain. The paths are frequented 
by local dog walkers and horse riders. 

Aesthetic and Visual 

This is one of the most wooded areas of the parish, with many mature trees associated with 
the Cornish hedges - linking with the woodland copses. The woodlands ring with bird song, 
no traffic noise reaches the footpaths. During autumn months the trees provide a stunning 
display of colour, Beeches and Oaks painting the landscape orange. The pastures retain their 
green through the driest of summers, with vivid patches of darker green Woodrush. Tracks, 
such as Broads Lane, are shady and cool, providing a walkway sheltered from the wind and 
rain. The smell of damp woodland persists after rainfall, an earthy smell tinged in the spring 
with the potency of Wild Ramsons. 

Pressures 

• Lack of management of the woodland areas leading to loss of habitat. 

• Replacement of broadleaf trees with non-native conifers. 
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• Drainage of meadows for agriculture. 

• Replacement of existing dwelling with larger, out of scale, houses. 

• An increase in the volume and size of vehicles. 

• Re-surfacing and widening of old bridleways, making them accessible to 
motorised vehicles. 

Overall Sensitivity  High 

Local Value   Medium 

 
 

9. CONCLUSION: SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT RESULTS 

 

Landscape type 
Area 

Description Sensitivity Local value 

1 Steep-sided river 
valleys, arable & 
pasture 

High High 

2 Steep-sided River 
Valleys, Woodland 

High High 

3 Rounded Plateaus, 
arable & pasture 

High High 

4 Undulating ridges & 
slopes 

High Medium 

5 Wet woodland & 
pasture 

High Medium 

 
 

 

 

 


