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MYLOR PARISH – HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

 

1.1 Early history 

The landscape of Mylor Parish is formed by two things: the geology/geomorphology and 
man’s impact over the years. 

 

 

Mylor parish estates and bartons in the 18th century 

Early inhabitants left us a round and some barrows as evidence of their early settlement of 
the landscape but what we see today has largely been formed over the last 1,000 years. 
Around Domesday, the parish was divided up into three manors: Mylor, centred on the 
church, Trefusis and Restronguet, which eventually became centred on the Barton of 
Carclew1. The result was a very typical Cornish pattern of small manors, bartons and 
farmsteads with scattered workers’ dwellings, joined by farm tracks and pathways, some of 
which became metalled and form the framework of the road network we see today. The 
western boundary of the parish borders the important Enys estate, and some peripheral 
estate lands extend into the parish. 

 

 

1 The Book of Mylor 
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Grade I listed St Mylor church  

 

1.2 Early Settlements - Flushing 

As in other Cornish parishes, small hamlets developed at key junctions. The development of 
the hamlet at Mylor church town was predictable, especially as it also provided a small 
beach suitable for fishing boats. The ‘direct route’ from the boroughs of Penryn and 
Falmouth led across the bridge over the Enys stream to the ferry crossing at Restronguet. 
The hamlets of Mylor Bridge and Restronguet passage developed on this route.  

As maritime activity grew in the Carrick Roads and Falmouth in the C17, the small fishing 
hamlet of Nankersey developed into the village of Flushing, enriched by the building of 
several Packet Captain’s houses and associated dwellings.  

The packet ship Francis Freeling and new houses on St Peter’s Hill Flushing 
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The creeks were always important part of the transport network with lighters carrying 
goods in and out of the heart of the county to be trans-shipped to and from larger ships. 
Small docks developed at the head of Restronguet creek, especially on the Devoran side, but 
latterly, in the late C18 on the Mylor side of the Kennall river to serve the Perran foundry, a 
major exporter of cast beam engine parts to the world. The remnants of this complex of 
buildings are today an important industrial archaeological site.  

Some mining was attempted around Restronguet creek, including from an artificial island in 
the creek in the second half of the C19 but this was largely unsuccessful. The creek also 
suffered from considerable silting up and occasional pollution, being the main outlet for the 
Great Adit which drained the mines further west in the county.  

 

1.3 Early settlements - Mylor Creek 

In the early C19 the small harbour of Mylor was developed into the Royal Navy’s most 
westerly and smallest dockyard, designed to support the Channel Fleet with supplies. 
Although the need rapidly fell away, the dockyard was retained through into the mid C20 
when the HMS Ganges training establishment was finally moved to Essex. The dockyard was 
re-purposed in the late C20 to support WWII activities.  

 

 
Mylor dockyard in 1983 and HMS Ganges 

The pattern of the parish today reflects this history. Mylor Bridge has developed into the 
largest settlement of the parish with Flushing as the second largest. Leisure activity has 
expanded significantly, especially in the last twenty years with the building of a new marina 
at Mylor Yacht Harbour, and at some of the small quays around the creeks, notably at 
Trevissome and around Restronguet passage. Perran foundry has been re-developed for 
housing in the architectural style of the original industrial complex. The various hamlets and 
bartons have remained constrained.  
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Original Mylor bridge built in 1590 

 

1.4 The Estates of Carclew and Enys 

The great estates of Carclew and Enys have had their heydays and have declined, leaving 
their shadows on the landscape: two registered parks and a series of Grade II* buildings at 
the heart of a complex of farms. Both estates played important roles in the introduction of 
new botanical species to the country and some historic specimen trees and shrubs still exist 
within the historic parks and in hedgerows as garden escapees. Of the pre-C20 manors, only 
Trefusis, built in 1891, remains intact.  

In terms of designations (see maps), within the parish: 

• The whole parish lies within an AONB 

• A large part of Restronguet creek is today part of the Cornwall and Devon Mining 
World Heritage site, including the Devoran stream works scheduled area  

• There are three former mining sites 

• The parish contains the whole of the Carclew registered park and part of the Enys 
one 

• There are II* listed buildings at Carclew and Perran foundry and a range of Grade II 
buildings, especially in and around Flushing 

• There are conservation areas in the hearts of Flushing, Mylor Bridge and around 
Perran foundry 

The result of all this is that the parish today has two villages and a series of smaller hamlets, 
fringed by the remains of three great estates; all set in one of the most beautiful rural and 
coastal landscapes in the county. 
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OVERVIEW OF HISTORIC SITES 

International - World Heritage site, Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape. The site in 
the parish includes land at Carclew, part of Perran Foundry and a stretch of Restronguet 
Creek. 

National - 6 Scheduled Monuments and 132 Grade I, II* or II Listed buildings. 
The only Grade I listed building is the medieval church of St Mylor. 

Sites of local importance - 203 results (In October 2018).  

Conservation Areas - The original centres of the villages of Mylor Bridge, Flushing and part 
of the Perran Foundry are Conservation Areas. These are shown in the Appendix Maps 1, 2 
and 3. 

Parks and gardens - The former estates of Carclew and some land belonging to the Enys 
Estate are within the parish. 

An overview of the principal historic sites is shown in the map below: 
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HISTORIC CONTEXT 

1.5 Statutory Designations 

World Heritage Site 

Part of the parish is included in the UNESCO World Heritage site of Cornwall and West 
Devon Mining Landscape (https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1215). The site covers nearly 
20,000 hectares over ten sites in Devon and Cornwall and is valuable because this rural 
mining district produced a major proportion of the world’s supply of copper during the 
eighteenth and first half of the nineteenth century. The site in the parish covers the Carclew 
estate, Perran Foundry and wharf, and a stretch of Restronguet Creek where sub estuarine 
mining in tin gravels was carried out. (Management Plan 2013-2018) 

Perran Foundry  

Perran Foundry is a 5.5 acre site consisting of a range of 19th Century industrial buildings, 
many of which are Grade II* listed. The site is part of the World Heritage Site and is of 
immense value to industrial history; the original factory manufactured cast iron parts for the 
steam powered beam engines used primarily for pumping water from mines in Cornwall. 
These engines were exported all over the world via the tidal Kennal River to the river Fal. 
The foundry was powered by water mills supplied from a leat to the south of the Kennall 
with water extracted from the Kennal river near Ponsanooth as shown in the map from 
1888 below. Early in the 20th century the sites became a mill with additional water wheels 
added for grinding grist and corn. 

The site is currently under development to enable new apartments and studios to be 
built. One of the site's most iconic buildings is the Hammer Mill where all of the workings 
took place, converted from what was originally the heart of the old foundry. The lofts, 
apartments and riverside homes being developed at the Perran Foundry aim to reflect each 
building's past, by adopting its name from its original purpose.  

 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1215


8 

 

 
Perran foundry after and before restoration and conversion 

 

 

Perran foundry features preserved 

Listed features 

In Mylor parish 255 planning applications were validated by Cornwall Council between Nov 
2016 and Nov 2018, of which 24 were described as involving Listed Building Consent. 

Heritage at Risk Register 

There are currently 4 listings for the parish: one at Carclew and three in Perran Foundry. 
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Carclew:  

The remains of the mansion and the gardens. In 2016 work started on collating the history 
of Carclew from the Bronze Age through to the present day. This was sparked by a visit from 
Historic England to visit Cornwall's only listed Parks and Gardens on the At Risk Register. 

The Historic England visitors were so impressed by the place and the care that private 
individuals took in looking after it that the remains of the main house was 
immediately placed on the Buildings at Risk Register so that funding could be applied for to 
care for the ruin.2  

 

 
Carclew house in 1920 and the ruins today  

 

Perran Foundry:  

Dry Sand and Green Sand shop and the Engineers shop. 

 

1.6 Non-Statutory historic features 

In 1997 it was estimated that about 70% of sites with known surviving remains were not 
part of a scheduled monument or a Listed Building.3 Other sources of information are 
Pastscape and the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Record of the Historic Environment, although 
some information overlaps that in the Statutory information. The information within 
PastScape is taken directly from the Historic England National Record of the Historic 
Environment (NRHE). There are 32 listings for the parish. 

The information from the NRHE currently shows 203 results for Mylor Parish. These are 
displayed on the Cornwall Interactive Mapping website run by Cornwall Council. This is a 

 

2 Note by Mrs Mandy Tomkinson, Carclew Estate resident: “With help from the people of the Mylor Parish, 
Cornwall, nationally and internationally a huge amount of research is being carried out. The information so far 
collated was presented to HE. In October 2018 the Chairman and National Committee went to Carclew for a 
site visit. The Chairman of HE, Sir Laurie Magnus, is taking a personal interest in the project and a steering 
group with members on the National Committee is now being formed to guide the process of clearing Carclew 
ruin of vegetation and stabilising the structure.”  

 

3 Fal Estuary Audit by the Cornwall Council Archaeology Unit, 1997 
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dynamic source with new points appearing regularly. An extract for the areas surrounding 
Mylor Bridge, Flushing and Carclew/Perran Foundry are shown in the Appendix with a key to 
the symbols for historic features. 

 

1.7 Local knowledge 

Parish Main Survey March 2018 

No specific questions about the built heritage of the parish were asked in the Mylor Parish 
Neighbourhood Development Plan Survey main survey in March 2018. 

Q18 asked How important is it that our landscape's distinctive features are preserved? 

Support for the protection of the landscape’s distinctive features was evenly spread with an 
average of 91% overall saying that it was quite important, important or very important. The 
questions referred to Cornish hedges, hedgerows, woods, tree tunnels, wildlife habitats, 
country lanes, creekside views, unspoilt skyline and rural outlooks. 

Q29 asked What do you like most about your community?  

Respondents ticked all that applied and 89% ticked beautiful scenery. To gather further 
information on local opinion and interest in historical features the local history group was 
contacted and a further request for local information was put in the December 2018 Parish 
magazine. The responses, including from Mylor Local History Group are summarised below. 

 

Ukrainian Monument 

The Ukrainian monument on the road to Restronguet Barton (marked 'Mon' at OSGR SW 
811367) is thought to be of special interest to the community and could be considered for 
listing.  

The Ukrainian monument  

Other sites 

Tregew farm had an archaeological survey before starting their renovations and rebuilds in 
2012, although nothing of great significance was found. 
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Local metal detector enthusiasts have unearthed small cannon shot and items of uniform 
from regiments fighting in the Civil War in the fields on high ground to the East of Mylor 
Bridge.  

There is a partially refurbished ox-whim in Restronguet Barton to Weir (c 814365). This is in 
private hands but is visually accessible. Close by, on the left further down the hill towards 
Restronguet Weir, is a disused quarry (c 816367).  

 

 
Ox Whim at Restronguet Barton (photo T Chapman) 

The Tremayne Institute building in the centre of Mylor Bridge certainly pre-dates the '1933' 
on the front wall but its past history is uncertain. 

 

 
Tremayne Institute (photo T Chapman) 
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There are number of important features along Mylor Creek. On the north side is Greatwood 
Quay which is Grade II Listed and, further along the path and not shown on the OS map, is a 
disused quarry along the path around the creek (c 810358). Closer to the village there was 
once a limekiln , but it is in private hands and there is little trace of it now.Mill quay, as its 
name suggests, has the remains of mill which was fed by a leat which forms an important 
spine through the village. 

On the south side, there were two other limekilns on Church Road (c 814354) and another 
in the grounds of 'Kiln House'. 

 

A mine shaft is shown on the OS map at Mylor Downs (c 793375). This still exists and is in a 
private garden. Some old maps still show the pool at Bellair on that road (c 797366) which 
was once a 'flax-pool'.  

There are plenty of features down at Mylor Harbour, including a bollard dated 1879.  

In Flushing there is a drain-cover as you approach the Sailing Club in Flushing (c 809337), 
cast by a long-gone local foundry, Visicks in the Carnon Valley.  

There is anecdotal evidence of a former water mill on Bissom stream.  
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APPENDIX A: MAPS OF HISTORIC FEATURES 

 

1.1 MAP 1 – FLUSHING CONSERVATION AREA 
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1.2 MAP 2 - MYLOR BRIDGE CONSERVATION AREA 
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1.8 MAP 3 - PERRAN FOUNDRY CONSERVATION AREA 
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1.9 MAP 4 – HISTORIC FEATURES: MYLOR BRIDGE 
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1.10 MAP 5 – HISTORIC FEATURES: MYLOR CHURCHTOWN 
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1.11 MAP 6 – HISTORIC FEATURES FLUSHING 
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1.12 MAP 7 – HISTORIC FEATURES CARCLEW AND PERRAN FOUNDRY 
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1.13 CORNWALL COUNCIL INTERACTIVE MAPPING – KEY TO MAPS 1-5 
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APPENDIX B: ADDITIONAL NOTES ON HISTORIC SITES 

 

World Heritage site  

Land at Carclew and Perranwharf is included in West Devon and Cornwall Mining World 
Heritage site. 

National Heritage List for England 

There are 123 listed buildings/structures (Grade II unless specified) plus 10 Scheduled 
Monuments.  

Pastscape  

Pastscape has 32 non-statutory listings some of which overlap with those on the Statutory 
Lists. 

At Carclew 

Cordy’s Close (II*), Coach House (II*), Remains of Carclew House (II*), Barn and adjoining 
buildings (II*), Garden Walls to Carclew House, Upper Lodge and gate piers with walling. 

Carclew is also listed as a Grade II Park and garden including a deer park (Pastscape). Formal 
terraced garden, pleasure grounds and a landscape park to Carclew House (Pastscape). 

Carclew was a temporary army camp for the United States Army in advance of D-Day. It was 
also used as a prisoner of war camp. (Pastscape) 

At Perranwharf  

Dry sand shop and Greensand shop (II*),  Smith’s shop, Brass shop, Old Pattern shop, 
Woodshed/Offices (II*), Warehouse (II*), Engineers shop (II*), New Pattern shop (II*), 
Bridge (Scheduled Monument), Lodge and gate piers. 

At the Church of St Mylor (Grade I) 

Churchyard cross (Scheduled Monument and Grade II*), Holy well of St Mylor, Bell tower, 
Lych Gate, Church tomb, 3 headstones, 17 chest tombs in churchyard and Memorial stone. 

At Mylor Churchtown 

Porloe Farmhouse (II*), Ganges restaurant, The Vicarage, War memorial, Telephone kiosk, 
Harbour Quay, Parc Vean, Tysillick, Pentrelew in Penarrow Rd 

The D-day landing craft maintenance site at Mylor Harbour is a Scheduled 
Monument.Nearby is a World War II reinforced concrete Type 24 pillbox with about 10 ins 
soil and grass on roof (camouflage). Door of pillbox blocked up. (Pastscape) 

The site of a World War II heavy anti-aircraft battery Falmouth No.2 at Mylor. This was 
armed with two 3-inch guns in 1941, and up gunned to four 3.7-inch mobile guns with GL 
Mark II radar in 1942. It was manned by 378 Battery of the 119th Royal Artillery in 
1941.(Pastscape) 
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At Trefusis 

Trefusis House, Trefusis Barton, Garden Walls of Trefusis House, 2 barns to west of Trefusis 
House. 

This sequence of manorial building on same site at Trefusis dates back to the C13 
(Pastscape). 

At Restronguet  

At Restronguet Barton: Chyvounder and adjoining cottage, Barn and Whim house, 
Sunnyside, Rosuggan. Remains of Medieval manor House (Pastscape). 

At Restronguet Passage: Pandora Inn, Weir Cottage, Slipway Quay, Greatwood Cottage, 
Greatwood Quay. 

At Flushing 

St Peter’s Rd: Church of St Peter, wayside cross at church of St Peter (also a scheduled 
Monument), Nos 5, 6, 7 St Peter’s Rd, Lawncliffe and Sun House, Arundell House (No 9), 
Kersey House, Nankersey Hotel (No 4). 

Trefusis Rd: The Old Bakery (No 71), Flushing Post Office, Clinton House (No 31), Butland 
Butchers (Nos 7, 8, 9), NewQuay House, NewQuay Lodge, Kiln Quay, Kiln Quay House, New 
Quay, Quay Cottage, Clonmore (No 30), Nos 10, 13, 19, 25, 26, 31A Trefusis Rd, Rockside 
and Boscarne (No 32 and 32A), Telephone Kiosk on Flushing Quay. 

Ferry Quay and raised pavement, Nos 23 and 24 Trefusis Rd, Ferry Quay and Walling to 
north and south, Fish Cross Quays 

Wheal Clinton in Trefusis Road is the site of a C19th lead and silver mine (Pastscape). 

Kersey Rd: Nos 1, 2, 3, 4, 17 and 37, Flushing Wesleyan Methodist Chapel opened in 1816 
has a gabled front of three bays with round-arched windows. (Pastscape) 

Coventry Rd: Sands Cottage, Bute Cottage (No 29). 

St John’s Hill: No 28 

Tregew Rd: Tregew Farmhouse, Tregew House, Devil’s Roost, Gate piers and gate W of 
Tregew House, Milestone, No 19 and 24 Tregew Rd. There is also the remains of a Medieval 
Manor House remains at Tregew (Pastscape). 

Little Flushing Quays: Little Falmouth dock, Little Falmouth Quays. 

A dry dock at Little Falmouth (SW 805342), reputedly completed in 1820, and a rare example 
of its kind, is slowly being filled with rubble. (Pastscape) 

At Mylor Bridge 

Mylor Quay and Albion House on Bell’s Hill. The tide mill at Mylor Bridge appears on the 
1845 tithe map (Pastscape). 

Lemon Hill: Village Pump, Clock tower, gate piers, gates and walls, Nos 11, 12, 13 Lemon Hill, 
No 42 Lemon Hill , Old School House and Church Hall (Nos 39 and 40). 
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Others 

Trevissome House at SW 801 346. A coin of LICINIUS I (308-324 AD) was in excellent 
condition was found near the stream below Trevissome House and presented to the County 
Museum by Mr A G Griffiths (Pastscape). 

Halwyn, Carvinack Farmhouse, Garrick Vean at Angarrick, Trelew Farmhouse. 

Signposts on Rose Hill and Passage Hill, Mylor, and at the Carclew Crossroads. 

Other Scheduled Monuments – Round by Devichoys Wood, 4 barrows near Devichoys 
Barton. 

Pastscape also lists a Culverhouse (dovecote) near Devichoys Barton. 

 

 


