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1 Introduction 

 The nature of the parish 

Mylor parish is a peninsula which is outside the 
main road network. Other than the A39 which 
skirts the boundary, there are no A or B roads. 
Instead, the pattern of roads in the Parish 
reflects an age before the appearance of 
motorised traffic and is largely composed of 
former farm tracks which have been upgraded 
over the years, including some road-
straightening during WWII, to provide access 
between the villages and hamlets.  

As a result, the roads are often twisty and 
narrow, and often unsuitable for large vehicles. 

There is an extensive network of footpaths around the parish, much of which is well-
maintained although all become impassable in winter in anything other than wellington 
boots. There are no dedicated cycle tracks or lanes.  

Public transport is limited. Buses connect the parish to Falmouth, Penryn and Truro, and a 
ferry connects Flushing with Falmouth.  

 

 The transport surveys  

The evidence for the policies proposed in this section of the NDP comes from three main 
sources: 

• The Parish Main Survey of March 2018 

• Material gathered by the Transport topic group (which includes some work by the 
Parish Council) 

• Comments made by residents at Mylor May Fair, at the Flushing Street Market 
and at the stakeholder events on Transport held in October 2018.  

 

 Summary of the main issues 

The main transport issues are predictable and over-lapping. Residents are concerned with 
access, traffic speeds, congestion, parking, pedestrian safety, traffic calming, dangerous 
junctions and corners, and school drop-off and pick-up. Many of these are symptomatic 
of an out-of-date road network passing through historic villages. 

The villages grew in an era when most people moved around on foot. Today pedestrians 
compete for space with vehicles. Pavements are narrow and sometimes non-existent 
and, in some places, do not provide safe separation from cars and lorries. This conflict is 
exacerbated by considerable parking problems. 

The need to protect and enhance our public footpaths also received wide support, as did 
support for improved public transport.  

How many miles to Mylor 
By frost and candle-light: 
How long before I arrive there, 
This mild December night? 

As I mount the hill to Mylor 
Through the thick woods of Carclew, 
A clock struck the three-quarters, 
And suddenly a cock crew. 

A L Rowse 
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 Map M - Main points of Traffic Concern  

The principal points of traffic concern are summarised in this map: 

 

 

2 The main issues 

 Access to the parish 

Access to the main roads leading into and out of the parish is difficult. Traffic from Mylor 
never has priority or protection from on-coming vehicles and right turns always require 
crossing a lane of fast-moving traffic.   

 

Heading towards Truro, the two most-used junctions - with the A39 at Perran Wharf and 

with the B3292 in Penryn - are both busy during the working day. Vehicles accessing the 

A39 have no traffic control measures to facilitate safe entry: no mini roundabout, traffic 

lights or refuge with priority lane. This makes any turn, but especially any right turn, 
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particularly hazardous. At other less-used points of access to these roads, such as at 

Treluswell and Barras, a right turn against fast-oncoming traffic is potentially very 

dangerous.  

Heading towards Falmouth and Penryn, the only real option is the junction with the 
B3292 at Penryn where Mylor traffic has no priority. Only an accommodating signal-
controlled pedestrian crossing provides some protection from on-coming traffic  

 

 The road network 

Some 86% of residents travel by car while cycling (18%), the Flushing ferry (20%) and 
public transport (15%) were only used by minorities. Yet the traditional road network of 
the parish was never designed to take the volume or nature of traffic it experiences 
today.  

 

A typical tree tunnel rural road in the parish. Note the lack of protective space for walkers 

The parish’s landscape features such as country lanes, hedgerows, Cornish hedges and 
the tree tunnels referred to in AL Rowse’s poem quoted above, are well-known and 
valued by residents: 90% rated them all as Important or Very Important.  
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Twisting roads with occasionally poor visibility and soft edged verges, help to slow traffic 
to an extent but contain many blind-spots. They are also unsafe for walkers as almost 
none of the country lanes have pavements or wide verges. 

The narrow roads and tree tunnels are not suitable for large vehicles such as boat 
transporters on their way to the parish’s boatyards and the roads present numerous 
obstacles and tight turns. 

 

 Speed 

The speed of traffic is an issue throughout the parish. The four main entries to the villages 
involve long downhill stretches of road and few cars cross into the 30mph zones 
anywhere near the speed limit. The installation of 20mph zone in Mylor Bridge has had 
some effect but speeds are often well over this. 

The community-run Speedwatch scheme logs cars travelling through the 20mph and 
30mph zones on two roads in Mylor Bridge. Around 10% of cars in both zones were 
recorded exceeding the speed limit. Warning signs and people in high-viz jackets holding 
a speed gun probably do more to depress the speed of traffic making this data unreliable 
as a headline figure. The reality is much worse.  

Despite the problems of speeding traffic, residents were less certain about solutions. 
Some 64% supported the idea of better signage, 62% supported electronic signs, 59% 
supported extending the 20mph area while only 37% wanted speed bumps or tables. 

 

 Congestion  

Congestion is an issue of considerable concern in both villages, particularly at the start 
and end of the school day. The main streets of both Flushing and Mylor Bridge are 
effectively single lane roads because of parked cars and it is rare that one can drive form 
one end to the other without giving way to on-coming traffic at some point. 

Flushing is well-known for its traffic congestion which lasts throughout the year but is 
most acute during the summer months when holiday cottages are more likely to be 
occupied. Being a cul-de-sac, it does not suffer from the problem of through-traffic that 
Mylor Bridge does, but congestion stretches throughout the village from the top of St 
Peter’s Hill to New Quay.  



7 

 

 
Flushing St Peter's Hill in summer 

The volume of traffic in Mylor Bridge is probably higher than in Flushing because of the 
quantity of through-traffic. The main choke points in the village are from the junction of 
Comfort Road and Lemon Hill to the mini-roundabout on the Penryn side of the bridge.  

In a survey of local businesses in Mylor Bridge, 15 out of 20 respondents (75%) said that 
congestion occurs all the time, every day, frequently. An observational study of 
congestion in Lemon Hill, Mylor Bridge over 49 days showed that there was chaos on 8 
days (16%), bad congestion because of parked cars on 24 days (49%) and an easy flow on 
only 17 days (35%).  

Congestion has one distinct side benefit: it keeps traffic speeds down but, as the pictures 
demonstrate, without a pavement on either side of the road, Lemon Hill and St Peter’s 
Hill can be hazardous for pedestrians.  
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A typical traffic stand-off in Lemon Hill, Mylor Bridge  

 

 Parking 

In the surveys, some 73% of residents said that they had their own parking space at 
home, or could easily park in the road, however people in Flushing said that they can 
rarely park near their home.  

About 47% of residents in Mylor Bridge said that parking in the road did not affect them 
near their homes but this fell to 33% in Flushing. Of those living in Flushing 34% are 
frequently affected while in Mylor Bridge it is only 16%.  

Some 79% said that it was usually easy to park when they make local journeys. 

Comments mentioned difficulties with local journeys, especially in Mylor Bridge in the 
area of the school.  

A survey of 20 businesses (13 in Mylor Bridge, 7 in Flushing) suggested that 7/11 in Mylor 
Bridge and 6/7 in Flushing said that there was inadequate parking space outside their 
business premises.  

Mylor Bridge was fortunate in this regard as the Leats Car park (mentioned by 9/13 
businesses) is close to the main business area although this is frequently full, often with 
the cars of local residents.  

Asked how they would improve parking in their areas, 47% of residents of Flushing 
supported the idea of a car park on the edge of the village, 41% to car parks at either end 
and 48% support to a residents’ parking scheme. 
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 The problem of the schools 

Both villages suffer particularly acute congestion at the beginning and end of the school 
day due to the number of parked cars, additional traffic and the problems of managing 
children across roads.  

Although a smaller school than Mylor Bridge, and within easy walking distance of many of 
the children’s homes, Flushing school still generates a noticeable increase in traffic and 
an informal one-way system operates through Coventry Road. 

Mylor Bridge School is more exposed as it sits close to the village’s most congested 
junction. Some parking restrictions have been installed but the surrounding roads are still 
very densely parked at the end of the school day. Bells Hill is particularly hazardous for 
pedestrians as it lacks any pavements close to the junction and children can be seen 
weaving in and out of parked cars. 

Flushing school makes use of the Bowling Green which is accessible without the need to 
cross any major roads. Mylor Bridge school uses the King George V playing fields which 
are some way away along roads which have no pavements.  

A survey of 54 parents of children at Mylor Bridge school showed that 63% had only one 
child at the school. 57% of these parents drove their children to school. While 52% lived 
in Mylor and could therefore theoretically walk to school, 24% lived in Penryn and 24% 
came from the wider area, making transport to and from the school inevitable.  

The majority (56%) of walkers said that they did not feel safe walking their children to 
school, on the road. 

The consequence of this for Mylor Bridge is significant as it not only puts the children and 
their parents at risk but also creates additional congestion for the village as a whole. 

 

 Pavements and footpaths 

Some 79% of the community travel around the villages on foot while 36% use a 
combination of walking and cycling. Neither village is well-served with adequate 
pavements and walking can be hazardous.  

The pavements in Flushing are narrow and are frequently impassable because of parked 
cars.  
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A couple of pedestrians shelter as a car mounts the pavement in Flushing  

Those in Mylor Bridge are non-existent or discontinuous for long stretches. Bells Hill, 
Passage Hill and Comfort Road are particularly badly served with only odd stretches of 
pavement on opposite sides of the road, if at all.  

 

Comfort Road, Mylor Bridge, a short distance away from the school where there are no pavements   

Asked about pedestrian safety outside their businesses, 9/13 businesses in Mylor Bridge 
said there were issues because of a lack of good pavements, parked cars, busy school 
times, large vehicles trying to negotiate their way long narrow roads. 4/7 in Flushing said 
there were pedestrian safety issues, highlighting narrow pavements and parked cars.  
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The lack of pavements means that many residents are obliged to walk on roads to access 
shops, churches, schools and other local amenities.  

The Appendix contains maps of the areas within the villages which lack suitable 
pavements. The worst of these are:  

Flushing 

• Flushing quay to Flushing Sailing Club  

Mylor Harbour 

• The Lych gate to (and throughout) the harbour 

• Church Car Park to St Mylor church 

Mylor Bridge  

• Comfort Road west-end of school to Thurlow House and opposite Cogos Parc 

• Bells Hill from junction with Comfort Road to Parc Peneglos  

• Passage Hill to beyond 30 mph sign 

• Trevellan Road 

• Lemon Hill from Bridge to Trevellan Road - Doctors’ surgery area 

• The Leats Car Park to Doctors’ surgery 

• Rosehill from the bridge to the junction with Saltbox Road 

• Salt Box Road 

• Church Road 
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Mylor Bridge: the exit from the Doctor’s surgery gives straight onto a road which has no pavement which 
makes it particularly hazardous for the elderly and infirm. This stretch of road also links both parts of Mylor 
Bridge   

Some areas have inadequate pavements (to narrow or too short to be useful) 

• Mylor Bridge: Lemon Hill sections of pavements are inadequate - opposite Lemon 
Arms (steps)  

• Mylor Bridge: from village pump to junction with Comfort Road - very narrow 
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A typical rural roadside where the pavement simply runs out of space 

The rural roads in the parish are popular for pedestrians but almost none of them have 
pavements or verges suitable for walking any distance. They also have a number of blind 
corners. The most hazardous are: 

• The narrow road from the top of Passage Hill to the Pandora Inn 

• Comfort Road from Comfort garage to the Angarrick junction 

• Robert Rundle Way to Angarrick junction   

• Waterings Road from Six Turnings to the junction at Tregew (opposite entrance to 
Trefusis Estate) 

• From Tregew at the entrance to the Trefusis down to Mylor Yacht Harbour 

  

 The network of footpaths 

There is a network of footpaths around the parish, many of which are recommended in 
leading guidebooks. These are illustrated in a handy walker’s map.  

The main survey showed that these footpaths are the most-used facilities in the parish.  
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A typical rural footpath in the parish 

Asked if the network needed more care and maintenance, two thirds of respondents 
agreed. While the majority are easily passable in summer, they all become very muddy in 
winter, passable only in welly boots. 

There is an unfortunate gap in provision close to the Carclew estate which has no 
dedicated rights of way, cutting pedestrians off from Perranarworthal and the A39.   

 

 Cycling 

There are no dedicated or shared cycle routes within the parish and cyclists have to share 
the main roads with other traffic. The topography of the parish means that any cyclist is 
faced with some very steep hills to enter or leave the parish and cannot get around the 
villages in safety. 

The parish is very close to, but cut off from, some major cycling routes such as the Bissoe 
Trail and National Network Route 3. The stretch of the A39 from the Perranarworthal 
turn to Carnon Gate roundabout is totally unsuitable to cyclists. A safe cycle path through 
here would link both the parish and Falmouth/Penryn into these trails.  
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 Public transport 

Public transport is limited and, except for the Flushing-Falmouth Ferry in daylight working 

hours only, insufficient to prevent the widespread use of private cars with their 

consequent contribution to pollution.  

In the main survey the proportion of residents using public transport was around 15%, 

with less than the 22% using the ferry. In consultation sessions the reasons given were 

the infrequency and inconvenience of the bus services and the time taken to get to 

Falmouth or Truro as the buses took circuitous routes. 

   

3 Solutions and Policies 

 Summary 

Mylor is a rural parish. Its roads and many of its settlement patterns reflect an age before 
the widespread use of motor vehicles.  

Access to and from the parish is difficult. 

The country roads are narrow and often twisty and there are some dangerous points 
where the layout of roads cannot cope safely with the volume of to-day’s traffic.  

Streets in both main villages are congested.  

Traffic speeds are too high and must be reduced. 

Some of the pavements are narrow or even non-existent.  

Car parking provision does not cope with demand and many of the older homes have no 
dedicated parking space. New developments should swallow their own parking. 

Dangers arise from the demands made on a configuration of out-dated roads and 
junctions.  

The two schools are a cause of extra congestion at the beginning and end of the school 
day. The appropriate re-siting of the two schools, while itself not strictly a transport 
policy, could have a very beneficial effect on this.   

There is an extensive network of public rights of way which are generally in good 
condition and are well-used by local people and visitors. There is, nevertheless, a need for 
much improved pedestrian routes giving safe access to the facilities of the villages.  

There was some call for better public transport links and the team recognises the 
contribution this could make to alleviating pollution and reducing the carbon footprint of 
the Parish; nevertheless, the evidence points to the widespread and probable continuing 
use of private cars by parish residents to provide flexibility in this rural environment. 

Looking ahead, there are predicted to be increases in: 

• The population of the parish putting additional pressure on the out-dated road 
system 

• Multiple car ownership  
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• Traffic associated with the maritime sector 

• The size of agricultural vehicles 

• The number of vans making home deliveries 

Very recently there has been a marked increase in the use of electric vehicles and 
bicycles. These are unlikely to change the volume of traffic on the roads in the short-term 
and we have assumed that the need for charging points, while growing, will not be major.  

Villages are, by their nature, designed to be small tight-knit communities where walking is 
the main form of transport. To maintain this, all new developments should contribute to 
the intra-village network of paths and cycleways. 

Asked in the main survey what transport changes people would like to see in the next 15 
years, respondents replied:  

• 45% would support more public transport 

• 42% wanted speed calming 

• 41% wanted more parking  

 

 Relevance to the NDP 

Many of the problems and improvements mentioned by residents are strictly the 
responsibility of the Parish Council and Highway Managers and, as such, are not 
appropriate for inclusion in the NDP.  

For instance, the recent work of the Parish Council to argue for a 20 mph speed limit in 
Flushing is welcomed, as is the proposal to buy two moveable speed monitoring devices. 
The plans to increase the provision of car parking in Flushing is long overdue. 

The Objectives outlined below are those that impact on the NDP.   

 

 Transport Objectives 

Objectives 

The policies aim to address these problems, as far as is possible, by promoting a transport 
system that increases the use of public transport (and so helps the battle against climate 
change), reduces the amount of on-road parking by providing more dedicated carparks, 
eliminates the problems of the most difficult junctions and protects the ability to walk, 
cycle or ride in safety throughout the parish.    

Specifically: 

• Protecting and enhancing the ability to walk, cycle or ride in safety throughout the 

Parish 

• Ensuring that, within the villages, pedestrians are given priority whenever possible 

and are provided with a network of safe, inter-connected pathways  

• Reducing the amount of on-road parking by the provision of more public car 

parks. 
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• Eliminating the problems and dangers at access points to the A39 and B3292 and 

at difficult junctions and corners in Mylor Bridge and Flushing  

• Promoting a public transport system that helps relieve congestion and reduces 

the carbon footprint 

 

 Transport - Policies 

TA1 - Car Parking 

a. Existing Parish Council public car parks to be maintained and development of 
additional car parks to be supported in or adjacent to the two main settlements 

b. All new public car parks should be provided with electric charging amenities 
proportional to electric vehicle ownership 

c. All new residential developments to have parking provision for 2 vehicles per 
dwelling off road and provide at least one visitor space for every four dwellings 

 

TA2 - Traffic Management and Pedestrian Safety 

a. Where appropriate, new developments must demonstrate an awareness of 
their effect on traffic and incorporate appropriate traffic control and calming 
measures 

b. Existing safe pedestrian links to be protected and new ones incorporated in all 
new development plans linking directly to village amenities through other 
developments if necessary 

 

TA3 - Footpaths and Rights of Way 

a. Existing footpaths and rights of way should be protected, maintained and 
improved 

b. New footpaths and cycle tracks should be encouraged, particularly in 
association with new developments where appropriate 
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4 Appendix - Maps 

 Flushing - Areas of Traffic Congestion 

 
Areas of frequent traffic congestion:    

 Mylor Bridge North – Areas of Traffic Congestion 

 

Areas of frequent traffic congestion:    
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 Mylor Bridge South – Areas of Traffic Congestion 

 
Areas of frequent traffic congestion:    

 Flushing – Car Parks 

 
Orchard Vale car park – Sand car park – Flushing Quay car park 
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 Mylor Bridge North – Car Parks  

 

Meadowbank car park 

 

 Mylor Bridge South – Car Parks 

 

Leats car park– Mill Quay car park – Ord-Statter car park 
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 Flushing – Areas lacking pavements 

 

Areas lacking pavements:  _____  
Areas with inadequate or narrow pavements:   _ _ _ _ _  

 

 Mylor Bridge North – Areas Lacking Pavements 

 

Areas lacking pavements:  _____  
Areas with inadequate or narrow pavements:   _ _ _ _ _  
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 Mylor Bridge South – Areas Lacking Pavements 

 

 

Areas lacking pavements:  _____  
Areas with inadequate or narrow pavements:   _ _ _ _ _  

   
 


